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The hills of the National Park are dotted with rocks,
boulders, bumps and mounds. It is not always easy
to tell which of these are natural elements of the

landscape, and which were put there by man for
some special purpose, many centuries ago. Indeed
prehistoric monuments continue to be discovered -'

or recognised for what they are-even though some
have been known and held in awe for generations.

The monuments here described are of six types:

NEOLITHICCHAMBEREDLONG CAIRN, cromlech Page
(Welsh crwm-curved, lIech-stone) or dolmen (Breton
tol-table, men-stone)
BRONZEAGE CAIRN or round barrow
BRONZEAGESINGLESTANDINGSTONE,menhiror maenhir
(Welshmaen-stone, hir-Iong)
STONECIRCLEOR ALIGNMENT (row) of similar period
IRON AGE HILL-FORT
STONEWITH POST-ROMANINSCRIPTION
(Thiscategoryof monumentis includedherebecausesuch
stonescan be mistakenfor prehistoricfeatures-and some
may havebeenerectedcenturiesbeforethey were inscribed,) 14

Many of the sites mentioned have been scheduled
under the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological
Areas Act 1979, and their preservation is recognised
as of national importance. Scheduling does not
affect ownership but does oblige the owner to obtain
consent before commencing any work which will
affect the monument. In this way much damage to or
destruction of important archaeological sites can be
avoided, or at least delayed to' allow time for proper
investigation to take place. The protection of ancient
monuments also covers disturbance by other means,
and anyone using equipment such as metal detectors
on these sites may face stiff penalties.

In appropriate cases the Welsh Office can offer
management agreements to help landowners and
occupiers look after the ancient monuments on their
land. A payment is usually part of such agreements.

Details are given below of some of the more interesting
examples of each type of monument, those scheduled
being marked by a cross (+) beside the name. Each
site can be located from the National Grid map
reference given, and is shown on the appropriate
1:25,000 (2t") Ordnance Survey 'Leisure' map, except
where the grid reference is followed by an asterisk (*).

Permission to visit sites within private farmland
should always be sought.
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NEOLITHICCHAMBERED LONG CAIRNS

Certain large grass-covered or tree-grown mounds
perhaps form the earliest contribtltion of man to our
landscape which remain clearly recognisable today.
They are the tombs of Neolithic communities which
had been influenced by migrants from the continent
between about 4000 and 3500 B.C. It has been
suggested that these communities settled on either
side of the Bristol Channel, later moving further
inland, and perhaps reaching here by way of the Usk
valley in about 3000 B.C.

One long cairn might contain several chambers
which served as collective burial vaults for families or
communities. The discovery of large numbers of
unarticulated human bones (rather than complete
skeletons) suggests that some chambers could have
served as ossuaries for use after initial burial. The
presence of animal bones may indicate sacrificial
practices.

The tombs were constructed of a number of upright
stone slabs and dry walling roofed with horizontal
slabs or a capstone. Then a large cairn of stones or
mound of earth was heaped over the chamber (or
chambers).

In the National Park there are ten probable or verified
sites and others of less firmly established origin. They
are almost all located on the Old Red Sandstone
around the western and northern fringes of the Black
Mountains at heights between 122 and 366m (400
and 1200 ft.) and are generally elongated in shape.
Some have been so damaged by deliberate robbery or
agricultural disturbance that without excavation their
exact form can no longer be established.

One site, 'Gwernvale', was extensively excavated in
1977-78 by the Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust,
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A long cairn with lateral chambers, such as Gwernvale, might have
been constructed originally CISshown in this cut-away drawing.
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in advance of re-alignment of the main road. As the
most recently investigated and easily inspected
monument of its kind in the Park, it is described first
and more fully than the others. ~
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GWERNVAlE + 50211192
Immediately north of the A40 on the western outskirts of
Crickhowell. Visible from the A40 (beside the entry to Gwernvale
Manor Hotel). Concrete markers in the grass indicate the outline of
the cairn.

Formerly known as a single stone chamber, excavation has
established that four chambers (one of which may have been a
cist) were set within a long trapezoidal cairn having a recessed
forecourt at its eastern end. The cairn, which was over 45m
(147 ft.) in length, was orientated east-west and was edged by an
inner and outer dry-stone wall. Only the basal courses of the cairn
had survived subsequent stone robbing and none of the original
capstones (which originally must have roofed the chambers)
survived to the present day, although it is known that the capstone
of the easternmost chamber was removed in 1804. By that time it
is probable that the other chambers had become ruinous, and the
northern side of the cairn had even been overlain by the main road,
only to be revealed again in 1978.
Each of the chambers was probably used for communal burial by
agricultural communities within the vicinity of the site, the
entrances to the chambers, from the sides of the cairn, being
blocked up again after each successive interment. The latest
period of activity probably saw the final blocking of each of the
chambers and the deliberate concealment of the outer walls of the
cairn.
It is of interest that the cairn itself superseded earlier activity at the
site, beginning in the Mesolithic period and ending in a small
occupation site of the Neolithic period, abandoned before the
construction of the cairn. This earlier activity was probably of a
domestic nature, but a rectangular timber structure identified from
postholes within the area of the eastern forecourt suggests that
ceremonial activities took place here before the tomb itself was
built.
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FFOSTYlL + SO 179349

3.2km (2 miles) north-east of Talgarth are the remains of two
chambered long cairns about 61m (200 ft.) apart. Within private
farmland but the two grass-covered mounds at the centre of the
field are visible from the roadside.

The northerly cairn is 41m long by 23m wide (135 ft. x 75 ft.),
orientated east-west, and contains two or possibly three
chambers. The southerly cairn is 33m long by 20m broad
(108 ft. x 65 ft.) and is orientated north-east/south-west. It has a
gallery grave 304mby 1.2m (11 ft. x 4 ft.) set in the eastern end.
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The exposed remains of one
chamber at Gwernvale

Plan of Gwernvale

The remains of a chamber and
dry-stone wall, revealed during
excavation (now covered over)

TV ISAF + SO 182290

About 6.4km (4 miles) south of Talgarth, O.4km (t mile) east of the
A479 Crickhowell- Talgarth road. Within private farmland; the
mound and upright stones are visible from the lane to the west of
the field.

The site was excavated in 1938 by W.F. Grimes. He found there
was a dummy entrance at the north end, three main chambers
containing the bones-mostly broken and scattered-of 33
people, and a damaged fourth chamber at the southern end
containing only a cremation of later date. The mound was
trapezoidal. over 30.5m long and 18.3 wide (100 ft. x 60 ft.) at the
broadest part, with rounded 'horns' projecting from the broader
end so as to flank a recessed forecourt. It is orientated
north/south. Only the tops of some of the upright stones are now
visible.

TYILLTUD+ 50098263

6.4km (4 miles) from Brecon, about O.8km (1 mile) east of the A40
at Llanhamlach and O.4km (t mile) north of the minor road to
Pennorth. Within private farmland: perlhission for access is
usually given at Manest Court. The cairn is situated at 213m
(700 ft.) on the shoulder of the hill and visible from the minor road.

The long mound of this cairn is well preserved. It measures 18.3m
by 12.2m (60 ft. x 40 ft.) and is orientated north/south. The
mound contains a small rectangular chamber, the coverstone of
which can be seen. On the uprights supporting the capstone have
been carved crosses set in lozenges. These probably date from the
Middle Ages rather than from the period at which the cairn was
built.

Grid references to some other long cairns within the National Park
SO 161284+ 50213176+ 50225398+ 50239378+
SO 183291 +
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