Minister Launches
Cycle Brecon Beacons

Alun Pugh, Cabinet Minister for Culture, Welsh Language and Sport, launched
the National Park Authority's Cycle Brecon Beacons campaign on Monday 12th
July 2004. On a glorious day at the National Park Visitor Centre, 60 people
heard him praise cycling as a wonderful means of environmentally friendly
tourism. Jonathan Jones, Chief Executive of Wales Tourist Board
expressed his pleasure at seeing ideas developed by the WTB
being implemented at a local level whilst Chris Gledhill Chief
Executive of the National Park Authority emphasised his
commitment to developing this type of sustainable tourism.
Backed by a new website, cyclebreconbeacons.com, the aim is to
establish Brecon Beacons National Park as the destination of choice for
cyclists in South Wales and Southern Britain. Have a look at the website
yourself - if you are a Cycling Welcome business you will find yourself on
it. The past year has been a busy one for cycling development. We had
the 'Get on your Bike' day earlier this year with many of you trying out
Cycle Break routes and hearing about the Mountain Biking project.

We hope to repeat this sort of thing as these new route pack products
will become increasingly important over the years. Meanwhile Forestry Commision Wales
has been doing lots to help families get cycling, both at Garwnant and Usk Reservoir - see
website for details - and the NPA/Sustrans has been upgrading signage and infrastructure
on the National Cycle Trails, particularly the Taff Trail.

So the message is that cycling is definitely part of the future for tourism in the area.
Find out more so you can tell your guests all about it!

Richard Tyler

Sustainable Tourism & Recreation Officer
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action for tourism

BRECON BEACONS
NATIONAL PARK

Walking
Tourism
Strategy

Walking Tourism is worth over
£0.5 billion per year to Wales!
Three quarters of visitors go
walking. With statistics like this
an area like
the National
Park cannot
ignore the
walking
product.

The NPA has
commissioned
The Tourism
Company to
develop a
strategy for
walking so as
to come up
with new ideas for product
development. Hopefully you
will have already seen the
questionaire that came out to
allow everyone to contribute
ideas and many people joined
us for an invaluable workshop at
which ideas were discussed and
priorities developed. We hope
to have some initial ideas for
further discussion by the autumn
with the final report by the end
of the year.

Tourism Growth Area

A vacancy has arisen on the
steering group for the TGA
project.

If you would like to get
involved in pointing the
project in the right direction
and ensuring that the
industry's voice gets heard,
please get in touch with
Richard Tyler.
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T.PMVV.
increases
support for

Brecon
Beacons TGA

Tourism Partnership Mid
Wales (TPMW) is increasing
its support for the wide
range of projects that are
being co-ordinated and
delivered through the TGA
programme. Following a
successful review of the
Brecon Beacons TGA by
WTB and their commitment
to continued funding for
capital projects in the TGA
action plan, TPMW is
looking to provide further
support for both marketing
and product development.

Dee Reynolds, Regional
Strategic Director, TPMW
said: “This review has
highlighted how successful
the scheme has been in
attracting nearly £1.8 million
in capital investment into the
area and encouraging people
to work together. We are
looking to build on this
partnership approach and
working through the TGA
officer, support those
schemes that will really make
a difference to growing the
value of tourism within the
communities of the Brecon
Beacons. | would suggest
that anyone with a potential
scheme should contact Carol
Williams to discuss their plans
and see how they may be
able to participate”.

Tourism Growth Area

£500,000 Capital Fund

As the autumn draws near perhaps you have time to think about how you can
improve the quality or capacity of your business. You are welcome to apply for the
TGA capital fund that is earmarked by Wales Tourist Board specifically for Brecon
Beacons Tourism Businesses which are investing in Activity Tourism.

You can apply to the fund if:

® you are an activity or accommodation provider or a catering establishment
whose trade is aimed at visitors

* you have a project which requires financial assistance for building works,
fixtures & fittings, landscaping, professional fees, equipment and signage

The project needs to meet some of the following aims:

* Improvement of quality or capacity ® Creation or preservation of jobs
® Upgrades the business to WTB 4 star grade or above

If total project costs are over £10,000.00 then your project could be eligible to use some
of the TGA capital fund.

There have been several successful projects which have enjoyed TGA capital fund
support within the last year. There are also some very exciting projects that have
applied recently. If you would like to start to explore ideas or projects please contact
TGA Project Officer Carol Williams.

Business as usual at Wales Tourist Board

Lucy O'Donnell, Director of Investment Services at Wales Tourist Board has the
following message for tourism businesses.

“We would like to take this opportunity to reassure you that for the Wales Tourist
Board — it's business as usual. The WTB remains to be committed to the TGA
programme and will continue to work with you to develop the Brecon Beacons as a
Rural Tourism Growth Area and to further develop on the area’s key strengths as an
activity destination. We will continue to provide the same services and you will
continue to deal with the same people in the same way - in short, nothing should

; change If you have any questions, please feel free to get in touch.”

ales.gov. uk tel: 029 2047 5274.




Events & Festivals

Wildlife on your doorstep

As part of our work to protect the biodiversity (the 'variety of life') of the Brecon
Beacons National Park, the National Park Authority is keen to find out more about
the species that live in your garden.

Wildlife tourism is a growing industry and by knowing more

about what is on your doorstep and how to encourage a

/ diversity of wildlife will help to attract more visitors.

" In conjunction with our new Go Wild course next April, we
. have developed a garden wildlife survey card (enclosed with
MothEé::e':;;::: this newsletter). The card aims to raise awareness of the

importance of gardens for wildlife and gather information on
the local status of some species that have suffered declines across Britain.

So please help us help our local wildlife by filling in the survey card. It will only take

a few moments and is FREEPOST. For more information on this survey or wildlife

gardening visit www.breconbeacons.org/biodiversity or contact Andrea Rowe

01874 620470.

Event & Festival Fund

Did you know that there is funding available if you are involved with a local
event or festival or if you're thinking of starting one?
BBNPA sustainable events fund has helped support a vast array of events like the
Welsh Mountain Boarding Championships
| | at Penpont, the Abergavenny, and Talgarth
A " 7 Festivals have also enjoyed funding.
Community events such as the Bethlehem
Christmas fair and the Llangasty village
show have also applied and been
successful.
Contact Jonathan Cook on 01874
620471 to see if your event or
festival might be eligible.

Easy
Strolls

A really useful publication
is available for the less
active visitor with over 40
easy strolls, nature areas
to visit and attractions to
enjoy.

Aimed at the not-so-mobile
visitor, for example parents
with pushchairs and people
with disabilities, the
publication, produced by
BBNPA is ideal as a reference
for accommodation providers
and costs £1.50.

If you would like further
details or to order a copy,

please contact Nick Toulson
01874 620451.

Beacons Bus
Success

Beacons Bus has been a
roar away success this year
with more passengers than
ever before - despite all
the mixed weather.

Extra buses from Bridgend
had to be ordered during
August, trebling capacity,
and 2 buses were often
needed to take all the
passengers from Cardiff.
Encouraging visitors to use
public transport will never be
easy but with quality
standards rising there is ever
more reason to do so.

Get the free 'Discover Guide
to Public Transport in the
National Park' from TICs or

www.visitbreconbeacons.com
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All systems
are GO!

Sixteen mountain bike
routes in the Brecon
Beacons are now live.
The web site (www.mtb
breconbeacons.co.uk)
received 520 hits during
June when it went live.
Figures for July were
1700 hits! The route
guide is selling very well
at information centres
and some publicity has
been enjoyed on other
web sites, notably
www.mtb-wales.com
and local press. There is

a link to the WTB biking
website too. If you
would like to purchase a
route pack for your busi-
ness they are available at
trade price of £4.75 per
copy. Please contact Bev
Powell direct to place
your order 01874
620446. They will also
be available to purchase
at all of the training
days.

There are also some
fantastic postcards to
promote the routes,
these are free to all
tourism business and
activity providers,
contact Carol Williams

if you would like some
postcards.
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Tourism & Marketing Opportunities

Green Tourism

We were able to publish a guide for environmentally friendly accommodation

this spring to include everyone who gained the Green Dragon Award.

This was advertised in National Trust, RSPB, Wildlife Trust and other magazines as well
as being available locally and via the net. We very much want more people to apply
for this prestigious award and the winter is an excellent time to get involved. Arena
Network staff will be available to help you through the process.

If you want to know more please contact Richard Tyler.

Welcome Guide 2005

You will shortly be sent information about advertising in next year's Brecon

Beacons Welcome Guide.

The 2004 edition seems to have gone down very well with visitors, 130,000 copies
having been distributed and many satisfied comments received. The 2005 Guide will be
similar but will include yet more about the activity products available and the whole story
about local food. Support this important publication now!

WWW.brecon-beacons.net

This website was developed by the Beacons Trust with support from the NPA and
WTB as the web presence for local tourism businesses.

Recently we agreed that the NPA will take the site on and keep it up to date. After a
minor refresh, the site was re-launched at the end of June and since then has received
steady traffic. Look out for the opportunity to join the site in 2005 via the booking form
for the Welcome Guide.

Activity Marketing

The National Park recently figured strongly in two major advertising campaigns to

promote Wales as an activity destination.

Led by WTB and aimed at the non-expert, the campaign promoted both walking and
adventure sports like climbing and canoeing. The NPA and Powys CC teamed up to create a
bigger presence within the campaign than would have been possible individually. People




