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Abstract

Britain's 15 National Parks cover about 10% of Britain's
land area, rising to 20% in Wales, which rises to 25% when
you add Wales’ 5 Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the
sister designation to National Parks. Their size, geographic
spread and range of altitudes from the highest mountains to
the lowest floodplains and coastlines, the climatic extremes
experienced, combined with their low economic base and
small population size mean that they are especially
vulnerable to the twin challenges of climate change and Peak
Oil.

As Category V Protected Landscapes they have been
designated with people in mind to conserve and enhance the
natural beauty, wildlife and cultural heritage there by
managing the interaction of people and the environment and
enabling people to understand and enjoy the special qualities
that this has produced. The National Park Authorities
charged with these purposes must fulfil them in a way that
supports the communities living there.

This paper explores the options open to National Parks to
develop a new, nationally important role in addressing the
twin challenges through landscape scale management, soil
carbon management, water management, renewable energy
generation and localised food production. The paper argues
that significant additional investment is required to support
this expanded remit and what is possible in National Parks
should be possible anywhere.

The Current Role of National Parks in Britain

National Parks are a significant land asset designated on
behalf of the Nation to conserve their natural beauty, wildlife
and cultural heritage, enable people to enjoy and understand
the special qualities of these landscapes and through
achieving this to support the communities living there. The
history of their designation can be summarised as being done
to safeguard these inspiring and spectacular landscapes so
that they remain unblemished by urban or industrial
development forever and to provide the space and freedom
for everyone to enjoy them, provided the visitors do not
damage what they come to enjoy.

In an era when most of the developed world’s population
now live within an urban settlement, designating National
Parks is proving to have been most providential.

In Britain, they are especially designated under a globally
recognised category [1] that supports the interaction of
people and the environment, most notably farming but also
forestry, water management and environmentally sustainable
tourism.

Despite Britain’s upland National Parks being co-
incident with the Less Favoured Areas (areas of rural
economic deprivation and lower farm economic potential),
the National Parks have been very successful in supporting
the local economy through these statutory purposes. For
example, a range of reports about the environmental sector in
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Wales have demonstrated that it generates over £6 billion of
annual GDP, accounts for 1 in 6 of all jobs in Wales and
over £1.8 billion of annual wages across all environment
sectors [2]. Breaking this down further by way of illustration
for the coastal and marine environment sector, which is vital
to the Welsh economy overall (a large proportion of the
Welsh population lives along the coastal plains), it provides
92,000 jobs and generates £2.5 billion of annual GDP [3].
Although this has not been done, it would be possible to
extrapolate this sort of contribution to all Britain’s National
Parks that are wholly or partly coastal, ie., the
Pembrokeshire Coast, Snowdonia, Norfolk Broads, New
Forest, South Downs, North York Moors, Lake District and
Loch Lomond and the Trossachs National Parks. (This could
be further extrapolated by including the coastal AONBs and
Heritage Coasts too.)

The 3 National Parks of Wales, provide 12,000 jobs,
generate a total annual income of £177 million and
contribute £205 million to the annual GDP [4]. Within the
Brecon Beacons National Park, this disaggregates further to
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